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2nd Annual Riggin Cover Crop 

Field Day  

On September 4th, 25 interested people gathered 

out at the old Riggin Brick Barn to learn from Vic-

tor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist and Grazing 

Specialist as well as our own Purdue Extension 

educator, Michael OõDonnell. These plots high-

lighted warm season varieties that can be used 

after wheat harvest.  

Plots Included:  

Phacelia                                                                     
Cow Peas/Pearl Millet                                              
Soybeans                                                                   
Sunflower                                                                   
Sunn Hemp                                                                 
Buckwheat                                                                      
Sorghum Sudangrass                                                           
Cereal Rye                                                           
Oats/Rapeseed                                                          
WCS Super Soil Builder ñAustrian Winter 
Pea/Cow Pea/Sunn Hemp/Oat/Pearl Mil-
let/Radish/Ethiopian Cabbage/Sunflower                                                            
Everything   

On Farm Network  

Itõs that time of year again, time to pull on the boots, break out the equipment 

and carefully navigate mature corn for some highly sought after stalk samples. 

Thatõs right, another round of nitrogen testing and aerial imagery will give our 

participating producers some insight into the efficiency of their nitrogen use.  

40 fields are currently enrolled in Delaware, Madison and Randolph Counties. 

Thatõs a lot of foot work for some high quality data. Interested in getting in-

volved? Contact your local SWCD for more information. This program also offers 

a chance to discuss your fields with a small group of producers and experts.   

2014 Soil Health Spotlight  

The Power of Soil Biology:  

2014 Farming for Soil Health  

Around 180 people gathered out at Heartland 

Hall on August 22nd to hear from NRCS Con-

servation Agronomist Ray                               

Archuleta discuss the biology of                       

soil; while also conducting a                               

slake test to demonstrate the                        

power of organic glues and                              

capacity for a strong structure                       

and resiliency from a no -till and                        

cover cropped operation.  The group also heard 

from NRCS State Soil Specialist Barry Fisher 

speak on soil health and nutrient cycling. Mike 

Werling, a CCSI farmer wrapped up the morn-

ing by presenting his own conservation crop-

ping systemð a year of soil health manage-

ment.   

Join our email lis
t fo

r 2015 soil health events 

and more!  



Prairie Creek Trails Project  

The trails at Prairie Creek Reservoir are well on their way!  This project is a fantastic addition 

to the recreational opportunities at Prairie Creek; if fully funded these trails will reach around 

the south east side of the reservoir to the Red Tail Nature Conservancy on the south west end 

of the water. Phase one mountain bike trails are also complete!   
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Pond Workshop  

A big thank you to Purdue Extensionõs Jonathan Ferris for coming up to speak with us about 

everything pond! 40 people gathered out at the Hindererõs pond in Albany 

Indiana where we discussed pond planning and design, fish stocking rates 

and considerations, plants, weeds and control and all around ponds and 

making them work for you!  

One may not realize all it takes to create and manage a successful pond. 

We at the Delaware County SWCD were happy to bring in an expert to go 

over concerns and issues.  

Interested in hosting a pond workshop? Have specific issues or questions 

concerning your water body? Contact us and let us 

know or join our email list for info on future work-

shops.  


